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 PRELIMINARY INFORMATION REQUEST 
 
The following constitutes an application for preliminary 
consideration for the nomination potential of a property to the 
Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic 
Places.  This does not mean that a property is being nominated to 
the registers at this time.  Rather it is being evaluated to 
determine if it qualifies for such listings.  Applicants will be 
notified of the board's actions in writing shortly after the 
meeting.   
 
Please type and use 8-1/2" X 11" paper if additional space is 
needed. 
 
All submitted materials become the property of the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources and cannot be returned.   
 
1. HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY (if historic name is not known, use 
current name of area) 
 
                             WINONA                               
 
2. LOCATION 
 
A. Street or Route  Ashland Circle, Ashland Avenue, Morris 
Crescent, Morris Avenue, Huntington Crescent, Holland Avenue, 
Norway Place. 
 
B. County or City  Norfolk, Virginia                            
 
3. LEGAL OWNER/S OF PROPERTIES.  Include names and addresses of 

all property owners in district.  Attach additional sheets 
if necessary. (See Attached) 

 
  Name:                                                        
 
  Address:                                                     
 
  City/State:                           ZIP                    
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4. GENERAL DATA 
 
  A. Date or dates of selected buildings: Early 20th century  
                                                                 
  
 
  B. Approximate acreage: 55 acres                           
 
  C. Architects or carpenter/masons (if known):               
                                                                 
                                                                 
    
  D. Primary Use of Buildings:  Residential; Single-family    
                                                                 
  
5. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 
Located on the east side of the Lafayette River and north of 
downtown Norfolk, Winona is a small and cohesive residential 
community surrounded by water on three sides.  The area being 
proposed as a potential historic district is bounded by Ashland 
Circle on the north and west; by Huntington Crescent and Holland 
Avenue on the south; and the east side of Norway Street on the 
east.  Although considered part of the neighborhood of Winona 
today, the area east of Norway Street differs in terms of the 
architectural character of the area and forms a clear visual 
boundary.1  The other boundaries are distinct edges formed by the 
water. 
 
The neighborhood is defined by its well-landscaped streets, 
organized as a series of half-circles (crescents) bisected by 
north-south streets; and its well-built, detached, single-family 
dwellings.  The houses are substantial in size, but set on narrow 
lots of land with a small green space in front.  They are 
separated from their neighbors by approximately 15 to 20 feet and 
have driveways between them.  The houses are buffered from the 
public streets by sidewalks and a grassy median planted with 
mature shade trees, primarily large maples. 
 
The single-family dwellings of the neighborhood generally date 
from the first two decades of the 20th century and present a mix 
of early 20th-century styles and dwelling types.  The most 

                     
     1 The architecture east of Norway Street is smaller and less substantial than that 
found west of Norway.  In addition, vacant lots on this side interrupt the 
cohesiveness of the area that is found intact west of Norway. 
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predominant house forms are bungalows with craftsman detailing 
and American four-square-type houses designed in the vernacular 
Colonial Revival style.  Between these common house forms are 
interspersed more eclectic examples of domestic architecture, 
including, most notably a house designed in a Spanish Colonial 
Revival style.   
 
In general, the architecture is of frame construction, though 
several brick buildings are also found within the neighborhood.  
Defining architectural characteristics of Winona include single-
story front porches facing the public streets; hipped and cross-
gable roofs with dormer windows, projecting gables, brick 
chimneys and slate shingles.  Other defining features, such as 
weatherboarded walls, have been altered by the addition of vinyl 
siding.   
 
Individual houses of particular note include the house built by 
and for Jacob Leicht, the original developer of Winona.  Built in 
1912 on Huntington Crescent, this house is a two-story brick 
structure designed in a grand, Colonial Revival style.  It is 
raised upon a high base, is covered with a hipped roof with 
dormers, and features a wrap-around porch with paired Ionic 
columns.   
 
The imposing two-story frame house at 1540 Holland Street, built 
ca. 1912, occupies a prominent corner site at Norway Place and 
Holland Avenue.  This house, designed in a transitional Queen 
Anne/Classical Revival may indeed have been built to give the 
impression of an old farmhouse as it deviates from the more 
typical and "avant-garde" Colonial Revival styles found in the 
neighborhood.  Its asymmetrical massing, varied roofline, wrap-
around porch and projecting gables and towers are features 
generally associated with the Queen Anne style, while the Doric 
porch columns, the pedimented gable ends and the 1/1 double-hung 
sash reveal the influence of the Classical Revival styles.   
 
The house at 1509 Ashland Avenue stands out as the only Spanish 
Colonial Revival style house in the neighborhood.  Constructed of 
brick or tile and clad with a rough stucco finish, the house is 
characterized by its projecting dutch gables; its hipped roof 
clad with pantiles; and its enclosed first floor porch with large 
arched openings.   
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6. HISTORY 
 
The neighborhood of Winona began to emerge in 1909 when Jacob 
Leicht, a German immigrant who came to Norfolk from New York, 
purchased a tract of farmland along the Lafayette River with the 
specific intention of turning it into a "strictly high class" 
residential development.  At the same time that Leicht, a German 
Catholic purchased this tract of land, he set aside land nearby 
this tract at the corner of Tidewater Drive and Columbia Avenue 
for the construction of a Catholic Church and school.  Leicht 
apparently envisioned creating a strictly Catholic neighborhood; 
indeed by setting aside the land for what became the Catholic 
Christ the King Church and School, Leicht encouraged Catholics to 
purchase houses in the development of Winona to be near their 
church and school.   
 
Located on the Lafayette River, the original plat of Winona 
contained 55 acres and was divided into approximately 300 
building lots with a minimum lot size of 50 feet by 100 feet.  
The residential area was bounded by a combination of curvilinear 
streets forming the edge of the water and straight streets 
bisecting them in a north-south axis.  According to a 1912 
article on Winona, the streets "are given a gentle curve, the 
principal one, Holland Avenue, following the shoreline, making 
them much more attractive than if they were straight and cut the 
tract into squares and rectangles."2 
 
With water at low tide "sufficient to float a small yacht or 
motorboat" Winona was touted in its early years as having the 
charm of a seaside home, but the convenience of city living.3  
The suburban community was located a block from the city 
streetcars, which took less than a half-hour to make the run from 
downtown Norfolk to Winona, and offered a full range of 
amenities.  In its earliest years, Winona was served by 
telephone, electric light, gas, sewer and paved streets.  The 
area's streets were, and remain, well-landscaped with "trees and 
shrubs breaking the monotony of the level ground."4  
 
In an effort to make Winona an exclusive and desirable 

                     
     2 ibid. 

     3 "Winona Offers Ideal Suburban Home Site", Virginian Pilot and the Norfolk 
Landmark, Sunday, November 3, 1912, p.22. 

     4 ibid. 
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neighborhood, restrictions devised by the developers were placed 
on anyone intending to build in the development.  It was 
dictated, for instance, that no home in the development could 
cost less than $3,000.00 to construct, while those lots on the 
waterfront had to be improved with houses which cost no less than 
$4,000.00.  Lot prices themselves started in the $800-range and 
saw a gradual increase in price in time.  In addition to these 
restrictions, the developers purchased a strip of land on the 
other side of Tidewater Avenue, directly opposite Winona, in an 
effort to protect it from "undesirable" development.  
 
The construction of houses in Winona began as early as 1909 and 
continued into the 1920s.  By November 1912, however, many of the 
area's houses had been built, including the house that Jacob 
Leicht built for himself on Huntington Crescent.  One portion of 
the platted land which had not at that time been improved was set 
aside for future development.5   
 
In August 1979, the Norfolk City Council declared Winona and 
Lafayette Residence Park a conservation area.  This conservation 
area embraces 310 acres and contains 820 structures.   
 

                     
     5 Although it has not been determined which portion this was, it may well have 
been the area west of Norway Place, as this area is not as cohesive architecturally as 
the area east of Norway Place. 
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7. PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
  Black and white photographs and color slides of general 

views and streetscapes must be provided.  Photographs of 
important buildings in district would also be helpful.  The 
inclusion of photographs is essential to the completion of 
this application.  Without photographs, this application can 
not be considered.   

 
   Photocopies of select photos are attached; actual photos 

have been submitted in VDHR photo envelopes 
 
8. MAP 
 
  Please include a map showing the location of the proposed 

district.  A sketch map is acceptable but please not street 
route numbers, addresses, buildings, prominent geographic 
features, etc.  Please include a "north" arrow.  This form 
can not be processed without a map showing the property's 
exact location. 

 
   See attached. 
 
9. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10: APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
  NAME:  TRACERIES                   TELEPHONE:  301-656-5283 
 
  ADDRESS:  5420 Western Avenue                                
  CITY/STATE:  Chevy Chase, MD 20015                           
 
  SIGNATURE                                                    
 
  DATE:  September 19, 1994                                    
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PROPERTY NAME:   Winona                                 
 
PLEASE SUPPLY THE FOLLOWING NAMES AND ADDRESSES AS APPLICABLE.  
THIS INFORMATION MUST BE PROVIDED BEFORE YOUR PIF CAN BE 
CONSIDERED BY THE STATE REVIEW BOARD: 
 
Mayor:  Paul D. Fraim                                   
    1109 City Hall Building                        
    Norfolk, VA 23501                               
 
 
City Manager: 
    James B. Oliver, Jr.                             
    1101 City Hall Building                         
    Norfolk, VA 23501                                
    
 
 
Director, Planning Division 
 
    John M. Dugan, Director                          
    Dept. of City Planning and Codes Administration 
    508 City Hall Building                          
 
 
Chairman, Planning Commission 
 
    Dr. William L. Craig, Jr.                        
    451 Lee Point Road                              
    Norfolk, VA                                      
 
Executive Director 
 
    Hampton Roads Planning District Commission       
    Arthur L. Collins                               
    723 Woodlake Drive                              
    Chesapeake, Virginia 23320                       
 
City Council member or Supervisor in whose district the property 
is located: 
 
    Paul D. Fraim                                    
    Dr. Mason C. Andrews                             
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